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Colorado 
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A history of collaboration

photo courtesy of Luke Munchrath



photo courtesy of Holly Nye



1862

MORRILL 
ACT

1870

CSU 
Founded

1876

COLORADO 
STATEHOOD

● Land Grant System
● 90,000 Acres granted

1887

Ag Exp 
Stations

1917

Cooperative 
Extension



photo courtesy of Holly Nye

1933

Dept of 
Ag 

Founded

1862 1870 1876 1887

Ag Exp 
Stations

1917

Cooperative 
Extension

COLORADO 
STATEHOOD

1865



Two Organizations, One Goal

Regulatory and Compliance

Research and Education

Stronger Colorado 

Agricultural System



CDA’s eight divisions

&
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Department priorities



Advancing Local Food Access
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Expanding Water-Resilient 

Agriculture
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Advancing Animal Health & 

Welfare
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Animal Health Programs
• Livestock and Animal Disease Control

• Animal Disease Traceability

• Emergency Preparedness and Response

○ 2022-23 Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza Response

• Bureau of Animal Protection

• Alternative Livestock, Aquaculture, and 

Predator Control

• Animal Health Laboratory (Laboratory Services 

Division)

• Pet Animal Care Facilities Act (PACFA)
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Supporting Future Generations 

of Agriculturalists
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Thank you!
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Drylands Agroecology 
Research
Amy Scanes-Wolfe
Director of Community Outreach
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DAR’s Pilot Project

Elk Run Farm
Regenerating 14 Acres of Degraded Land
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Step 1: Our Earthworks 
Strategies Bring Water Back 
to the Land

Terraforming earthworks slow, spread, 
and sink water, shifting its power from 
erosion to regeneration.

Keyline Design
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Contour Swales 
at Elk Run Farm
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950 Trees & Shrubs
4 Years
No Irrigation

79% SURVIVAL 

Dryland 
Agroforestry
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Native & Adapted Fruits
Nitrogen Fixing Nurse Plants

Total # By Species

Antonovka Apple 215

Bartlett Pear 156

American Plum 68

Manchurian Apricot 22

Hazelnut 30

Golden Currant 13

Red Mulberry 30

Elderberry 13

Nanking Cherry 12

Siberian Pea Shrub 100

False Indigo 140

Honey Locust 25

Total 824
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Regenerative Grazing
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Scaled Agroecology:
Ecosystem Development
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Emerald Gardens
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